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43rd Annual
Japanese Speech Contest

On Sunday, October 23, 2016, the Consulate
General of Japan in San Francisco, the Northern
California Japanese Teachers’ Association
(NCJTA), and the Japanese American Association
of Northern California (JAANC: Hokka Nichibei
Kai) held the 43rd Annual Japanese Speech
Contest at the New People Cinema located in the
heart of San Francisco’s historic Japantown.

The primary objective of this contest is to
encourage the learning and use of the Japanese
language in the San Francisco Bay Area commu-
nity, particularly among non-native speakers of
Japanese. Consisting of (1) the Middle and High
School Student Division and (2) the College
Student and Adult Division, the speech contest
represents a fun and challenging way for students
at all levels to demonstrate their language and
communications skills.

A total of twenty-five contestants — 15 in the
Middle and High School Student Division and 10
in the College Student and Adult Division —
participated in the speech contest and demon-
strated their advanced Japanese speaking skills
in various topics — ranging from personal experi-
ences and learning Japanese to the cultural
differences between the United States and Japan
— before an audience of family members, teach-
ers, friends, and the general public.
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The Middle and High School Student Division
contest was further divided into two groups,
Category 1 for Japanese not spoken at home, and
Category 2 for Japanese spoken at home. The
Category 1 winner was Ms. Ting Ting Huang
(“Bonds”), the first runner-up was Ms. Sabrina
Stone (“Beautiful Japanese”), and the second
runner-up was Ms. Kelly Wang (“Asia and
America”). The Category 2 winner was Mr. Owen
Kawano Spargo (“I have a concern”), the first
runner-up was Mr. Daigo Frank (“Mindfulness”),
and the second runner-up was Mr. Allen Luo (“My
Grandfather’s Wallet”).
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The winner of the College Student and Adult
Division was Ms. Sophia Seohyun Jung
(“Exploring ‘Wa’ and ‘Magokoro™), the first
runner-up was Mr. Rojie Calabiao (“Fear is not a
bad thing”), and the second runner-up was Mr.
Eiden Anwei Yu (“The Never-Ending Flow of
Time”). The first place winner for the College and
Adult Division of this year’s contest received a
round trip economy class between San Francisco
and Tokyo from United Airlines.

We appreciate the monetary and in-kind support
given to the contest by the following organiza-
tions, firms, and individuals:

United Airlines, New People Inc., Capcom USA
Inc., The Japanese Chamber of Commerce of
Northern California (JCCNC), Pasona N.A. Inc.,
Kinokuniya Bookstores of America, Kikkoman
Sales USA, The Japan Foundation—Los Angeles,
Ms. Kinko Sakamoto (Head Director, Kinmon-
gakuen), Miseki Jewelry, Nippon Express USA
Inc., T. Okamoto & Co, Benkyodo, Ong & Kimura
Inc., Foreign Language Association of Northern
California (FLANC), Northern California Japanese
Teachers’ Association (NCJTA), California Asso-
ciation of Japanese Language Teachers (CAJLT),
Nichibei Weekly, Web Mon
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On, Wednesday, October 26, approximately 50
of George Washington High School students in
the 1st year Japanese program participated in a
field trip to Japantown. The goals of this field
were to become familiar with Japanese cultures,
the history of Japanese Americans in San Fran-
cisco and that of Japantown. Students were
encouraged to feel the experience of the Japa-
nese language by first had communication with
Japanese- speaking people in Japantown. The
fieldtrip began in the morning with a scavenger
hunt activity that had students searching for
Japanese culture displayed around Japantown by
asking questions, in Japanese, to people within
the community.
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In the afternoon, students enjoyed four different
culture workshops, which were held in Nichibei-
kai, Ikenobo Ikebana Society and the Union Bank
meeting room. They enriched their experiences
of the Japanese culture by participating in a tea
ceremony, working and practicing origami, making
makizushi and creating lkebana. For most
students these experiences were their first and for
many the experience was distinctively different,
learning about the unique perspectives of appre-
ciation for seasons, opportunities, etc. The aroma
and taste of thick green tea in a bowl was the first
occasion for many. Making animals, flowers and
more through origami was a filled with challenges
and laughter and many students were amazed by
their attempts of different shapes done with one
piece of paper. After learning concepts of
“Ikebana,” students challenged themselves to
create a group ikebana for a contest.
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Making sushi was found to be the most challeng-
ing. Of course, they enjoyed tasting the sushi they
made for the first time. Students were nervous but
the feedback of their experiences was very
positive. So many interactive activities were fun
for all and sharing in this experience together was
great for them all. Thank you, Nichibei-kai, the
Consulate-General of Japan in San Francisco and
the lkenobo lkebana Society for their continued
support.
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JAANC Annual Meeting Notice

The JAANC Annual General Meeting will be
held following:
Date:  December 21 Wednesday from 6:30PM
Venue: Hokka Nichibei Kai
1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco
CA 94115-3217
Agenda: Approval of Minutes of meeting 2015
Treasurer’s Report of 2016
2016 Annual Report
2016 Planning Report
If you are unable to attend, please send your
power of attorney to Hokka Nichibei Kai office no
later than Dec. 9.
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End of Year Tea Ceremony

Enjoy end of year tea ceremony. Traditional
end-of-year buckwheat noodle will be served.

Date: December 18, Sunday
at 12 noon, 1PM, 2PM and 3PM (4 sittings)

Place: Hokka Nichibei Kai building 3rd floor
“Kansoan” Tea Room
1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco
CA 94115-3217

Fee: $15 per person
Please call Hokka Nichibei Kai office for reservation.

EiERE
2016 End of The Year
TEA CEREMONY

Date & Time: 12A18H(H)
Sunday, December 18, 2016
12:00pmf, 1:00pmfE, 2:00pmfE, 3:00pmE

Venue: JLINBREREMRER )
Hokka Nichibei Kai Tea room, “KANSOAN”
1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94115

Fee:  $15 *check payable to “Hokka Nichibei Kai”
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Tea, Japanese sweets, and Buckwheat Noodle will be served.
Please bring a pair of white socks.

Reservation & Inquiries: _
JEh0 B %% Hokka Nichibei Kai 415-921-1782 W
L HBALAAT  * Drop-ins are also welcome. -
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Bunka Hall of Fame 2016
Two candidates have been selected in to the
Class of 2016 Bunka Hall of Fame.
Hanayagi Reimichi (Buyo)

Roy and P.J. Hirabayashi
San Jose Taiko (Taiko)
The awarding ceremony will be on January 28,
2017 at Hokka Nichibei Kai 2017 New Year Party.

(Eddie Moriguchi)
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Hokka Nichibei Kai
2017 New Year Party
Date: January 28, Saturday, 2017

Place: Hotel Kabuki
1625 Post St., San Francisco

Fee: $85
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JLINEX % Hokka Nichibei Kai
1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94115
Tel: (415) 921-1782 Fax:(415) 931-1826
Email: hokka.nichibeikai@yahoo.com
http://www.nichibeikai.org
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