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The 44th Annual Japanese Speech Contest for
Elementary School Students

On March 13, 2016, the Consulate General of
Japan in San Francisco and the Japanese
American Association of Northern California
(JAANC: Hokka Nichibei Kai) held the 44th
Annual Japanese Speech Contest for Elementary
School Students at the Japanese Cultural and
Community Center of Northern California
(JCCCNC). Despite the stormy weather that hit
the San Francisco Bay Area over the weekend, as
many as 39 students participated in the contest.
They enthusiastically spoke on a variety of topics,
with the support of teachers and family members.
See the Japanese section above for the winners.
We appreciate the work of the judges and the
donations received from various firms and
individuals.

Category 1: Contestants who come from homes
where Japanese is not spoken 1st ~ 3rd Grade

1st Place: Shoichiro Lau
“Japanese New Year's Feast”
(2nd Grade, San Mateo Nippon Gakuyen)

2nd Place: Siena Tess Bianchi
“Fencing”
(3rd Grade, Clarendon Elementary School)

3rd Place: Keira Gerstley
“Dance Rocks!”
(3rd Grade, Clarendon Elementary School)

Category 2: contestants who come from homes
where Japanese is spoken 1st ~ 3rd Grade

1st Place: Kai Alexander Trudeau
“Three Magic Candy”
(1st Grade, Sakura Gakuen)

2nd Place: Isabelle Sakura Cox-Garleanu
“My favorite thoughts”
(1st Grade, Sakura Gakuen)

3rd Place: Nanami Ling
“My Magical Wish Is”
(2nd Grade, Sakura Gakuen)

Category 3. Contestants who come from homes
where Japanese is not spoken 4th Grade and above

1st Place: Isabel Naomi Rodriguez
“My Favorite Uncle Aki”
(5th Grade, Clarendon Elementary School)

2nd Place: Thomas Morgan Robinson-Kronrod
“Where | Want to Go in Tokyo”
(3rd Grade, Sakura Gakuen)

3rd Place: Keira Hideko Shimamoto Tong
“Paper cranes”
(5th Grade, Rosa Parks JBBP Elementary School)

Category 4. Contestants who come from homes
where Japanese is spoken 4th Grade and above

1st Place: Erika Spargo
“I wish | were there for you”
(4th Grade, Sakura Gakuen)

2nd Place: Ken Hongo
“Come, come, Summer Break”
(5th Grade, Clarendon Elementary School)

3rd Place: Sebastian Ryo Sugiyama
“My Father”
(5th Grade, Clarendon Elementary School)
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2016 Community Justice Award

Alice and Eddie Moriguchi were honored with
the 2016 Community Justice Award presented
by the San Francisco chapter of the Japanese
American Citizens League earlier this year. The
award honors those who have “quietly” and
consistently worked in various ways to
strengthen and support the community in all
areas of service.

Alice Moriguchi has been particularly active
with the Pine United Methodist Church where
she has assumed many of the leadership
positions as well supporting other church
activities for several decades. As a Registered
Nurse she has volunteered at the San Fran-
cisco JACL’s Kenko No Hi health fair since its
inception. She also assists the Hiroshima
Doctors on their biennial visit to San Francisco
to conduct checkups on survivors of the atomic
bombings. For many years she volunteered
and assembled volunteers for the Kimochi
Lunch Program. Currently she is directing the
Friday Bridge Program at the Japanese Cultural
and Community Center.

Eddie Moriguchi as a Certified Public Accoun-
tant has been fortunate to be able to serve a
number of community organizations. He has
been lucky enough to have many wonderful
people around him that together accomplished
many good things.

(Eddie Moriguchi)
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Report of Shamisen Concert by Mr.

Baisho Matsumoro, Shamisen Master

The Shamisen Concert was held on May 14
(Sun.) 16 from 1:00pm by Mr. Baisho Matsu-
moto, Shamisen Master as same as last year.
Mr. B. Matsumoto attended Hakone Matsuri
every year which was held on Hakone Gardens
of pure Japanese style garden as 100 years at
Saratoga City in Silicon Valley. He came to
USA at his own expense for staying around 2
weeks before or after Matsuri and held his
Shamisen concerts at many schools, Senior
Centers and event places, etc. at Los Angeles,
Silicon Valley, and others. He was born at Nara
Prefecture and now lives at Maebashi City of
Gunma Prefecture in Japan. He played
Shamisen in not only USA but also Singapore,
Czech Republic, Russia, Poland, India and so
forth in order to introduce Japanese cultures
with Shamisen and Shakuhachi.

The audiences of his Shamisen Concert at
Hokka Nichibei Kaikan in this year were around
20 people those who were much less than last
year because other event was held by Japa-
nese American at Japan Town on same time but
Mr. B. Baisho played Shamisen and Shakuha-
chi much closer to audiences with sitting down
the chair or stood up in front of them. His music
and explanations of Shamisen, Shakuhachi and
old songs could be pleasantly realized with
closely powerful plays and | believe they might
have excellent experience to enjoy listening like
the similar traditional Tatami Room in Japan
which might be nicely different from usual year.
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Bunka Hall of Fame

Nominations are now being taken for the Bunka
Hall of Fame until September 1, 2016. Cultural
organizations that wish to nominate candidates
should request Nomination Forms from our office.
Member of Hokka Nichi Bei Kai will receive the
ballots to vote on the candidates sometime during
October 2016. We encourage members to
consider the candidates record of accomplish-
ments and decide if it is worthy for inclusion in the
Bunka Hall of Fame.

Successful candidates will be introduced at our
New Year Party early in the New Year.

(Eddie Moriguchi)
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Donation for Kumamoto earthquake relief

Hokka Nichi Bei Kai raised $ 2,170 for the
Kumamoto relief fund by June 25. Hokka Nichi
Bei Kai donated $500. Total $2,670 was sent to
Kumamoto prefecture through the consulate
general of Japan in San Francisco.

Donor’s names are as follows:

Ms. Abe Chiyeko

Ms. Baker Yayoi

Ms. Bartruff Maria

Ms. Bratton Takako, Y
Ms. Jouya Hisako

Ms. Kagami Mayumi
Mr. & Mrs. Kanaya Thomas
Ms. Kawasaki Masako
Mr. Kimura Kozo

Ms. Kurashige Nobu
Mr. Larissou John

Mr. Matsuoka Takashi
Mr. Miura Yasuaki

Ms. Mouri Eiko

Mr. Naito Kiyoshi

Ms. Nakano Yuko

Mr. Nishizawa John
Ms. Omachi Mitsuko
Ms. Saisu Masami
Ms. Sakamoto Mako
Ms. Sato Yuko

Mr. Suzuki Shigetaka
Ms. Takahashi Fusako
Ms. Tanaka Mayumi
Ms. TopJunko

Mrs. Ueda Takako
Mrs. Ui Motomi

Ms. Yagi Kuniko

Ms. Yamamoto Yoriko
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JEINHEkK % Hokka Nichibei Kai
1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94115
Tel: (415) 921-1782 Fax: (415) 931-1826
Email: hokka.nichibeikai@yahoo.com
http://www.nichibeikai.org
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