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44rd Annual
Japanese Speech Contest

On Sunday, November 5, 2017, the Consulate
General of Japan in San Francisco, the Northern
California Japanese Teachers’ Association
(NCJTA), and the Japanese American Association
of Northern California (JAANC: Hokka Nichibei
Kai) held the 44th Annual Japanese Speech
Contest at the New People Cinema located in the
heart of San Francisco’s historic Japantown.

The primary objective of this contest is to
encourage the learning and use of the Japanese
language in the San Francisco Bay Area commu-
nity, particularly among non-native speakers of
Japanese. Consisting of (1) the Middle and High
School Student Division and (2) the College
Student and Adult Division, the speech contest
represents a fun and challenging way for students
at all levels to demonstrate their language and
communications skills.

A total of 33 contestants — 19 in the Middle and
High School Student Division and 14 in the
College Student and Adult Division — participated
in the speech contest and demonstrated their
advanced Japanese speaking skills in various
topics — ranging from personal experiences and
learning Japanese to the cultural differences
between the United States and Japan — before a
panel of judges and an encouraging audience of
friends, families, teachers, and fellow students.
The contestants shared their stories in their own
words, and we learned about their experiences
with Japan and the Japanese language, and
found out what motivated them.

The Middle and High School Student Division
contest was further divided into two groups,
Category 1 for Japanese not spoken at home, and
Category 2 for Japanese spoken at home. The
Category 1 winner was Ms. Jumi Yoon (Mission
San Jose High School: “The Meaning of Dieting”),
the first runner-up was Ms. Nishchala Beeram
(Monta Vista High School: “Why I'm Learning
Japanese Now”), and the second runner-up was
Ms. Eileen Ha (Palo Alto High School: “The
Warmth of Family”). The Category 2 winner was
Mr. Sota Hayashi (Sakura Gakuen: “My Passion
for Nike”), the first runner-up was Ms. Lisa Yoke-
mura (San Mateo Nippon Gakuyen: “Human
Weakness”), and the second runner-up was Mr.
Kai David Steiner (San Mateo Nippon Gakuyen:
“My Father and Cat”). The winners from each
category of the Middle and High School Division
received a special prize from CAPCOM USA, Inc.,
one of the contest sponsors.

The winner of the College Student and Adult
Division was Ms. Tangut Degfay (Middlebury
Institute of International Studies: “Japan Through
the Eyes and the Heart”), the first runner-up was
Mr. Roger Luo (University of California, Berkeley:
“What Japan Has Given Me”), and the second
runner-up was Ms. Ellen Zhong (Middlebury
Institute of International Studies: “Why | Could Not
Say ‘Il like Japan™). The first-place winner for the
College and Adult Division of this year’s contest
received a round trip flight ticket to Japan from
United Airlines, another contest sponsor.
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We would like to extend our sincere congratula-
tions to all the winners and commend all the
contestants on their hard work. We also appreci-
ate the monetary and in-kind support given to the
contest by the following organizations and firms:
United Airlines, New People Inc., Capcom USA
Inc., The Japan Foundation - Los Angeles, The
Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Northern
California (JCCNC), California Association of
Japanese Language Teachers (CAJLT),
Kinokuniya Bookstores of America - San Fran-
cisco, Foreign Language Association of Northern
California (FLANC), PASONA N.A. Inc., Nippon
Express Travel USA Inc., Kikkoman Sales USA,
Golden Gate Institute, Ong & Kimura Inc., Califor-
nia Bank and Trust, YamaSho LLC, Benkyodo

(Masahiko Minami, Chair of the 44th Annual
Japanese Speech Contest)
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Ms. Tangut Degfay
the winner of the College Student and Adult Division
(Photos courtesy of Jeremy Santiago)
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JAANC Annual Meeting Notice

The JAANC Annual General Meeting will be held
following:
Date: = December 20 Wednesday from 6:30PM
Venue: Hokka Nichibei Kai
1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco
CA 94115-3217
Agenda: Approval of Minutes of meeting 2016
Treasurer’s Report of 2017
2017 Annual Report
2018 Planning Report
If you are unable to attend, please send your
power of attorney to Hokka Nichibei Kai office no
later than Dec. 9.
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