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The 45th Annual Japanese Speech Contest for
Elementary School Students

On March 5, 2017, the Consulate General of
Japan in San Francisco, the Northern California
Japanese Teachers’ Association, and the Japa-
nese American Association of Northern California
(JAANC: Hokka Nichibei Kai) held the 45th Annual
Japanese Speech Contest for Elementary School
Students at the Japanese Cultural and Community
Center of Northern California (JCCCNC). Despite
the stormy weather that hit the San Francisco Bay
Area over the weekend, as many as 30 students
from local elementary and Japanese language
schools (Clarendon Elementary School, eLoha
Japanese School, Kinmon Gakuen, Little Angeles
Japanese School, Pine Japanese Language
Afterschool, Rosa Parks JBBP Elementary
School, Sakura Gakuen, San Mateo Nippon
Gakuen) participated in the contest and demon-
strated the results of their Japanese studies at this
year’s competition. An audience of approximately
130 people, including family, friends, and Japa-
nese teachers, came out and cheered on the
contestants. The contestants had devoted a lot of
hard work into their speeches, and enthusiastically
spoke on a variety of topics, with the support of
teachers and family members. We appreciate the
work of the judges and the donations received
from various firms and individuals. Thank you to
the contestants, schools, judges, sponsors, and
everyone else who helped make this year’s
contest a great success.

(Masahiko Minami)
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Category 1: Students who come from a background
where Japanese is not spoken at home (Grades 1-3)

1st Place: Tyler Tachiki
“Why Japanese is Important to Me”
(Grade 3, Clarendon Elementary School)

2nd Place: Jo J.J. Top
“Three Languages”
(Grade 3, Little Angels Japanese School)

3rd Place: Ma’at Meri Clark
“I Love Cooking”
(Grade 3, Clarendon Elementary School)

Category 2: Students who come from a background
where Japanese is spoken at home (Grades 1-3)

1st Place: Minami Angelina Heffernan
“My Story”
(Grade 2, Sakura Gakuen)

2nd Place: Ayame Sengoku
“Chinese Fan Dance”
(Grade 3, San Mateo Nippon Gakuen)

3rd Place: Saya Chanyontpatanakul
“Stubbornly Awesome”
(Grade 2, Sakura Gakuen)

Category 3: Students who come from a background
where Japanese is not spoken at home
(Grade 4 and above)

1st Place: IDahlia Myers
“Everyone Deserves Respect”
(Grade 5, Clarendon Elementary School)

2nd Place: Arisa K. Krueger
“Saving the Ocean”
(Grade 5, Clarendon Elementary School)

3rd Place: Kiko Taira Tilles
“My Dream”
(Grade 5, Rosa Parks JBBP Elementary School)

Category 4: Students who come from a background
where Japanese is spoken at home
(Grade 4 and above)

1st Place: Gen Hokamura
“Tried Eating Hot Vit Lon”
(Grade 5, Clarendon Elementary School)

2nd Place: Ashley Miyuki Block
“Hiroshima”
(Grade 5, Sakura Gakuen)

3rd Place: Kai James Hara Schneider
“My homework plan”
(Grade 4, Sakura Gakuen)
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Report of Shamisen Concert
by Mr. Baisho Matsumoto, Shamisen Master

The Shamisen Concert was held on May 20 (Sun) 17
from 1:00pm by Mr. Baisho Matsumoto,
Shamisen Master as same as last year. Mr. B.
Matsumoto attended Hakone Matsuri every year
which was held on Hakone Gardens of pure
Japanese style garden as 100 years at Saratoga
City in Silicon Valley. He came to USA at his own
expense for staying around 2 weeks before or
after Matsuri and held his Shamisen concerts at
many school, Senior Centers and event places,
etc. at Los Angeles, Silicon Valley and others.
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He was born at Nara Prefecture and now lives at
Maebashi City of Gunma Prefecture in Japan. He
conducted his concerts in not only USA but also
Singapore, Czech Republic, Russia, Poland, India
and other Asian and European countries in order
to introduce Japanese Cultures by playing
Shamisen and Shakuhachi.
The audiences of his Shamisen Concert at Hokka
Nichibei Kaikan in this year were over 30 people
and he played Shamisen and Shakuhachi in a
congenial atmosphere as same as usual year. On
the spur of the moment, two singers recited a
Chinese poem and audiences might enjoy in
comparing with two different Japanese cultures in
the concert. The player of a three-stringed Japa-
nese banjo which is different type of Shamisen
listened to Mr. B. Matsumoto’s Shamisen at his
first experience and he told surprisingly he was
deeply impressed with his Shamisen. | believe all
audiences might be enjoying in listening to Mr. B.
Matsumoto’s Shamisen and Shakuhachi with their
pleasures in this year also.

(Miki Shimabe)
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MARS
Cowan Jay
Sugimoto Kotaro
Goto Takako
Nagata Chika
Nakamura Tominori
Okubo Makiko
Tanaka Yasuko
WoosterIl Richard
Tanaka Sayako
Yuichi Kawakami
Asuka Kawakami
Watanabe Kinya
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Kinmon Gakuen $100
Mariko Bartruff  $50
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President: John Nishizawa

1st Vice President: Masahiko Minami

2nd Vice President: Yasuaki Miura
3rd Vice President: Hiroshi Sengoku
Secretary: Mayumi Tanaka
Asst. Secretary: Masami Saisu
Treasurer: Tomoaki Takashima
Asst. Treasurer: Noriko Kashiwabara
Auditors: Takashi Matsuoka
Eddie Moriguchi
Board Members: Setsuko Handa
Nobu Kurashige
Midori McKeon
Shizu Mihara

Mako Sakamoto
Tatsumi Saito
Mikiko Shimabe
Fusako Takahashi
Takako Ueda
Motomi Ui

Kuniko Yagi

Tomokazu Morikawa
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