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President’s Message

Happy New Year to everyone. | hope you and
your family started this year in good health.

| will be serving Hokka Nichibei Kai as the
President for next two years. | feel very respon-
sible to assume the leadership and to continue the
tradition of well-established organization, and | am
slightly worried about my duties. However, with
your support and cooperation, | will do my best to
carry out our programs and activities.

Our mission is to promote the Japanese
language and Japanese cultural programs. In
March, we have a Japanese speech contest for
elementary school students and in November, we
have a Japanese speech contest for high school
and college students, and these contests are
co-sponsored with the Japanese Consulate office.
Also, we have the Bunka Hall of Fame to recog-
nize those who have contributed in introducing
and spreading Japanese cultures. | consider these
activities as two pillars of our cultural programs.
We also have an authentic Japanese Tea Room
which | consider to be the best in the United
States. | plan to expand the tea ceremony activi-
ties and make this the third pillar of our cultural
programs.

I may be inexperienced, but | will try my hardest
for Hokka Nichibei Kai. Again, | must ask for your
support and cooperation.

John Nishizawa, President
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Bunka Hall of Fame

The Class of 2016 of the Bunka Hall of Fame
was introduced at the New Years Party of Hokka
Nichibei Kai at the Hotel Kabuki on January 28,
2017. Ms. Shirley Muramoto, a member of the
Class of 2012 of the Bunka Hall of Fame intro-
duced Madam Reimichi Hanayagi for her long and
active promotion of Buyo, Japanese Classical
Dance. Ms. Wisa Uemura, the Executive Director
of San Jose Taiko introduced P. J. and Roy
Hirabayashi for their creative and long work in
promoting Taiko. They will join 42 other members
of the Bunka Hall of Fame representing 25 differ-
ent disciplines of the Culture of Japan. As a part of
the program, the honorees created and performed
a celebratory music and dance of the occasion.

We are indebted to the Committee members
who volunteered their time: Stephen Katayama of
the Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Northern
California; Paul Osaki and Donna Kimura of the
Japanese Cultural and Community Center of
Northern California: Jeff Matsuoka and Kei Nagai
of the Japanese American Religious Federation,
Patty Wada of the Northern California, Western
Nevada, Pacific Region of the Japanese American
Citizens League, and Minoru Ehara, Kiyoshi Naito
and Eddie Moriguchi of Hokka Nichibei Kai.

(Eddie Mriguchi)
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New Year’s Reception
and the Official Residence of the Consul
General of Japan in San Francisco

Mr. Jun Yamada, the Consul General of Japan
in San Francisco, hosted a New Year’s celebra-
tion at his official residence on Wednesday,
January 18, when heavy rain and strong winds
caused widespread traffic problems throughout
the San Francisco Bay Area. Despite such stormy
weather, approximately four hundred people
attended the reception. With auspicious flowers
decorated by the Sogetsu School, the reception
was very lively. Mr. Yamada gave his New Year
remarks, followed by the opening of a cask of
sake by the Consul General, Mr. Ken-ichi Sato
(the President of the Chamber of Commerce of
Northern California), Mr. Lawrence Greenwood,
Jr. (the President of the Japan Society of
Northern California), and a member of Kagami
Kai, a mochi-tsuki group. Mr. Sato also gave short
remarks, and after that Kagami Kai members and
the Consul General performed and made fresh
mochi. Eating traditional New Year foods (osechi
ry6ri) and a special soup with mochi (ozéni), the
guests enjoyed the entire program.

(Masahiko Minami)
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President: John Nishizawa

1st Vice President: Masahiko Minami

2nd Vice President: Yasuaki Miura

3rd Vice President: Hiroshi Sengoku

Secretary: Mayumi Tanaka

Asst. Secretary: Masami Saisu

Treasurer: Tomoaki Takashima

Asst. Treasurer: Noriko Kashiwabara

Auditors: Takashi Matsuoka

Eddie Moriguchi

Board Members: Setsuko Handa
Nobu Kurashige
Midori McKeon
Shizu Mihara
Tomokazu Morikawa
Mako Sakamoto
Tatsumi Saito
Mikiko Shimabe
Fusako Takahashi
Takako Ueda
Motomi Ui

Administrator: Yayoi Baker
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2017 Planned Activities
18 ¥ES New Year Party
XALDERE AV S5 Bunka Hall of Fame
=2 Board Meeting
28 IZE2 Board Meeting
3B BASENFEESBFEAR

The 45th Japanese Speech Contest for
Elementary School Students
=2 Board Meeting
SERFEIT Newsletter
AFFASR an Invitation Tea Ceremony
4B HWERITARY)—L5EY
Cheery Blossom Festival Ice Cream Sale

HRUBHRR
Cheery Blossom Festival Tea Ceremony

E =2 Board Meeting
58 IEZEX Board Meeting

AEV7IVT —BRAHERERIATEM
Memorial Day Service at Colma Japanese
Cemetery

BFARE an Invitation Tea Ceremony
68 %< Board Meeting
SERFEIT Newsletter
78 =2 Board Meeting
WRESHE TE8%E)

Summer Tea Ceremony in Kansoan
8A =X Board Meeting
98 IEEX Board Meeting
SFIT Newsletter
108 %< Board Meeting
118 =2 Board Meeting

BAARIEAFEABACEME
The 44th Japanese Speech Contest

128 EfEZRS the End of Year Tea Ceremony
HBE 2 Board Meeting
f8= General Meeting
RERFIT Newsletter
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Upcoming Events
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The 4th Ocha Zanmai
2017 San Francisco International Conference
on Chanoyu and Tea Culture

HBEF: Sunday, April 30, 2017
Conference £%: 8:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.
Reception 3B#H%: 5:30-7:15 p.m.

San Francisco State University
1600 Holloway Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94132

Theme: Chanoyu and Zen [ZXMD;i5 &4 |
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Conference Website:
https://mll.sfsu.edu/events/40802-4th-ocha-zanmai

BREIEHE: mmckeon@sfsu.edu
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Donation
Hideki Shiohira

New Year Party / Ozeki Sake USA
Hakutsuru Sake USA
Hideo Sato
Chiyeko Abe

We appreciate your generosity.
Thank you very much.
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JEINE 4 Hokka Nichibei Kai

1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94115

Tel: (415) 921-1782

Email: hokka.nichibeikai@yahoo.com

http://www.nichibeikai.org
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