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The Middle and High School Student Division
Category 1 for Japanese not spoken at home
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45th Annual
Japanese Speech Contest

On Sunday, November 4, 2018, the Consulate
General of Japan in San Francisco, the Northern
California Japanese Teachers’ Association
(NCJTA), and the Japanese American Association
of Northern California (JAANC: Hokka Nichi Bei
Kai) held the 45th Annual Japanese Speech
Contest at the Japanese Cultural and Community
Center of Northern California (JCCCNC) located
in the heart of San Francisco’s historic Japan-
town. Organizing the fall speech contest at
JCCCNC was for the first time in four years.
However, because we have continued to use the
JCCCNC site for organizing the spring speech
contest for elementary school students, every-
thing went smoothly.

The primary objective of this contest is to
encourage the learning and use of the Japanese
language in the San Francisco Bay Area
community, particularly among non-native speak-
ers of Japanese. Consisting of (1) the Middle and
High School Student Division and (2) the College
Student and Adult Division, the speech contest
represents a fun and challenging way for students
at all levels to demonstrate their language and
communications skills.
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Ms. Erika Kawano Spargo
The Middle and High School Student Division
Category 2 for Japanese spoken at home

A total of twenty-five contestants — 17 in the
Middle and High School Student Division and 8 in
the College Student and Adult Division
— participated in the speech contest and demon-
strated their advanced Japanese speaking skills in
various topics — ranging from personal experi-
ences and learning Japanese to the cultural
differences between the United States and Japan
— before an audience of family members, teach-
ers, friends, and the general public.

The Middle and High School Student Division
contest was further divided into two groups,
Category 1 for Japanese not spoken at home (10
contestants), and Category 2 for Japanese spoken
at home (7 contestants). The Category 1 winner
was Mr. Philip Chung (“The Bridge over Asia:
Henry M. Gunn High School), the first runner-up
was Mr. Qingyue Chen (“The Determination of an
Anime Otaku”: Henry M. Gunn
High School), and the second runner-up was Ms.
Nishchala Beeram (“The Power of Language”:
Monta Vista High School). The Category 2 winner
was Ms. Erika Kawano Spargo (“Becoming the
Cat’s Meow”: Sakura Gakuen), the first runner-up
was Ms. Hannah Cho (“Overcoming Challenges”:
Monta Vista High School), and the second
runner-up was Mr. Hong Jin (“lwakan no
Katakana”: Junipero Serra High School).
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The winner of the College Student and Adult Division
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The other participants of Middle School & High
School Student Division, who received certificates
of participation, were: Mr. Rohan Arora, Mr. Seth
Naoya Berger, Mr. Logan Mondal Bhamidipaty,
Ms. Erica Cai, Ms. Charlotte Chen, Mr. Gabriel Ari
Moussa, Ms. Pui Ki (Betty) Ng, Mr. Kai Kaulana
Sam Fong, Mr. Nicolas Issei Sarullo, Mr. Cory
Thomas Turnbaugh, Ms. Emily Kimbara Zhu.

The winner of the College Student and Adult
Division was Ms.Yuwen Jian (“A Sparkling Charm
in My Heart”: University of California, Davis), the
first runner-up was Ms. Emily Yu Wan (“Wa (bi)
Sabi”: Stanford University), and the second
runner-up was Ms. Mrunal Vinayak Joshi (“My
Regrets”: Sakura Gakuen). The first place winner
for the College and Adult Division of this year’s
contest received a round trip economy class
between San Francisco and Tokyo from United
Airlines.

The other participants of the College Student &
Adult Division, who received certificates of
participation, were: Ms. Cherish Liganor Aw,

Mr. Alvin Hadley, Mr. Ellis Ryan Miller,
Mr. Raphael Molina Ramos, Ms.Stacey Hoang-
Kim Vu.

We appreciate the monetary and in-kind support
given to the contest by the following organiza-
tions, firms, and individuals:

United Airlines, Capcom USA Inc., New People
Inc., The Japan Foundation—Los Angeles, The
Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Northern
California (JCCNC), Foreign Language Associa-
tion of Northern California (FLANC), California
Association of Japanese Language Teachers
(CAJLT), Northern California Japanese Teachers’
Association (NCJTA), Pasona N.A. Inc.,
Kinokuniya Bookstores of America,

T. Okamoto & Co, Benkyodo

(Masahiko Minami)
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JAANC Annual Meeting Notice

The JAANC Annual General Meeting will be held
following:

Date: December 19, Wednesday from 6:30PM
Venue: Hokka Nichibei Kai

1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco,

CA 94115
Agenda: 1. Approval of Minutes of meeting 2017

2. Treasurer’s Report of 2018

3. 2018 Annual Report

4. 2019 Planning Report

5. selection of 2019-2020 Board of directors

If you are unable to attend, please send your

power of attorney to Hokka Nichibei Kai office no
later than Dec. 11.
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1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94115
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Email: hokka.nichibeikai@yahoo.com

http://www.nichibeikai.org
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