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Dear Hokka Nichi Bei Kai Members,

| hope you are doing well. This year we have
had some unusually cold, rainy and unseasonable
weather. | hope you all are in good health and
wellness. It’s hard to believe half of the year has
already passed. On June 8 th , we will be hosting
a tea ceremony in honor of the Placerville Waka-
matsu Colony’s 150th Anniversary of the first
immigrants from Japan. Later this year, we will
have many activities that will require your help. If
we are not able to get enough help, we will not be
able to do these activities, so please consider
volunteering. Please take care of yourself and
stay healthy.

President of Hokka Nichi Bei Kai John Nishizawa
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The 47th Annual Japanese Speech Contest
for Elementary School Students

On Sunday, March 3, 2019, the Consulate
General of Japan in San Francisco, the Northern
California Japanese Teachers’ Association, and
the Japanese American Association of Northern
California (JAANC: Hokka Nichi Bei Kai)
co-organized the 47th Annual Japanese Speech
Contest for Elementary School Students at the
Japanese Cultural and Community Center of
Northern California (JCCCNC). Despite the
stormy winter weather that continued to hit the
San Francisco Bay Area since late February, as
many as 33 students from 7 local elementary and
Japanese language schools (American Interna-
tional Montessori School, Clarendon JBBP
Elementary School, Kinmon Gakuen, Pine
Japanese Language Afterschool, Rosa Parks
JBBP Elementary School, Sakura Gakuen, San
Mateo Nippon Gakuyen) participated in the

contest and demonstrated the results of their
Japanese studies at this year’s competition. An
audience of as many as 150 people, including
family, friends, and Japanese teachers, came out
and cheered on the contestants. The contestants
had devoted a lot of hard work into their
speeches, and enthusiastically spoke on a variety
of topics, such as favorite foods, family members,
and future dreams, with the support of teachers
and family members. We appreciate the work of
the judges and the donations received from
various firms and individuals. Thank you to the
contestants, schools, judges, sponsors, and
everyone else who helped make this year’s

contest a great success. ) . .
(Masahiko Minami)

o _C IR
- , L} —
N eeeeees— S

FATEVNFEARELFEAR
REECHAEBREFEITUVNRAFEEN E
Students who come from a background
where Japanese is not spoken at home
(Grade 4 and above)
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Category 1: Students who come from a background
where Japanese is not spoken at home (Grades 1-3)

1st Place: Eleanor May Twardos
(Grade 3, Clarendon JBBP Elementary School)
“The Story of My Beginning”

2nd Place: Sophia Okuda-Lau
(Grade 3, San Mateo Nippon Gakuyen)
“l Want to Be a Fashion Designer”

3rd Place: Jonah Adam Goldstone
(Grade 3, Clarendon JBBP Elementary School)
“My Neighborhood, Bernal Heights”

Special Recognition: Alani Jeansuwan Sanith
(Grade 2, Pine Japanese Language Afterschool)
“Girl Scout”

Category 2: Students who come from a background
where Japanese is spoken at home (Grades 1-3)

1st Place: Mike Fuijii
(Grade 3, Sakura Gakuen)
“The Miracle Medicine”

2nd Place: Joseph Kawano Spargo
(Grade 2, Sakura Gakuen)
“Building Japan”

3rd Place: Kei Chanyontpatanakul
(Grade 2, Sakura Gakuen)
“Big Brother”

Special Recognition: Ellie Mori Minami
(Grade 3, Clarendon JBBP Elementary School)
“Fred Korematsu and My Father”

Category 3: Students who come from a background
where Japanese is not spoken at home
(Grade 4 and above)

1st Place: Emily Roan
(Grade 5, Sakura Gakuen)
““Echizen Washi Paper”

2nd Place: Leo B. Thomson
(Grade 4, Clarendon JBBP Elementary School)
“Into the Air”

3rd Place: Masao Li
(Grade 4, Sakura Gakuen)
“Grandpa’s Morin Khuur”

Special Recognition: Tyler Tachiki
(Grade 5, Clarendon JBBP Elementary School)
“The Kanagawa Bond Lives On”

Category 4: Students who come from a back-

ground where Japanese is spoken at home
(Grade 4 and above)
1st Place: Leo Linsley
(Grade 5, Clarendon JBBP Elementary School)
“My Great-Grandfather, the Coal Miner”
2nd Place: Kai Michael Lyddan
(Grade 5, Clarendon JBBP Elementary School)
“My Favorite Food is Takoyaki!”

3rd Place: Saya Chanyontpatanakul
(Grade 4, Sakura Gakuen)
“My New Family Member”

Special Recognition: Ayame Sengoku
(Grade 5, San Mateo Nippon Gakuyen)
“Kohaku Uta Gassen”

Judges
Mr. Kazuhiro Iryu Deputy Consul General, Consul-
ate General of Japan in San Francisco
Mr. Yasuhiko Yodo Chairperson, Education Commit-
tee, Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Northern
California
Ms. Junko Ito College Representative, California
Association of Japanese Language Teachers
Ms. Yachiyo Komori Instructor, Japan Society of
Northern California
Mr. Matthew Hunter Associate Producer, Localiza-
tion, VIZ Media, LLC
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INEEIERREPESILINBK S AR Congressman Shinji Oguma’s visit to
NERERERHERIIEXRICTRISIERSN Hokka Nichi Bef Kai Report
F LI, ZDIHRETT, E53H20H(C686-7-8-9H His visit occurred on March 20, 2019.
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Congressman Oguma and Mr. Tomo Honda
wanted to visit our historic Hokka Nichi Bei Kai.
Congressman Oguma and Mr. Hondameet with
several board members and the office manager
and they were able to sit down and talk about
the history of Hokka Nichi Bei Kai and the tea
house. We offered them Cha No Yu. They
enjoyed it very much and was very happy when

nE L they left.
<o a2k ®mRYary President of Hokka Nichi Bei Kai John Nishizawa
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(L-R) Ms. Yamane, Mr. Oguma, Mr. Honda, Mrs. Obara
and Memebers of Hokka Nichi Bei Kai
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(L-R) Mrs. Obara, Mr. Oguma, Mr. Honda, Ms. Yamane
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Ice cream / Pot stickers sale at the cherry
blossoms festival

The 52 nd Northern California Cherry Blossom
Festival was held in San Francisco Japantown on
April 11th, 12th and 18th and 19th for 4 days. We
were blessed with great weather and had a fun
time with Washington High School voluteers &
Nichi Bei Kai volunteers. In addition to ice cream,
the Nichi Bei Kai sold pot stickers “Gyoza” for the
first time. The Nishizawa family helped us a great
deal. We would like to thank his family for their
supports! We also donated a portion of the
proceeds to the Japanese National Honor Society
at Washington High School, in order to support
their continued efforts of volunteering at various
locations in Japan next summer.

(Tomokazu Morikawa)
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Spring Tea Ceremony
By Nichibei Kai Tea Society

Hokka Nichibei Kai Tea Society held its Spring
Tea Ceremony on Cherry Blossom weekends.
Urasenke sponsored on April 13 th (Sat) and
Omotesenke sponsored on April 14 th ( Sun).
Both days, we had 4 sessions , 12:00, 1:00, 2:00,
3:00. We used a scroll which represents spring time
and also used Chaki (tea container) with spring
wild flower design. We had about 43 people enjoy
and admire the Tea Ceremony in spring atmo-
sphere for 2 warm nice days. Thank you to all the
helpers.

Helpers: Tanaka, Yoshimura, Larissou, Ui,
Sakakura, Maeda, Shikata, Hyodo, Bennett,
Matsuba, Baker, Shimabe, Ueda
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The 6th Ocha Zanmai: 2019 San Francisco
International Conference on Chanoyu and Tea
Cultures was held on Sunday, April 28 at San
Francisco State University. The theme of the
conference was "International Commerce and the
Development of Tea Cultures: Silk Road and the
Age of Discovery."

The program offered four lectures that covered
great spaciotemporal expanses, free tastings of
various Asian teas, and an exhibit of precious
ancient imported textiles, followed by the network-
ing time for all attendees. Dr. Mitra Ara (SF State)
spoke on "Historical Review of the Spread of Tea
and its Consumption in the Persian World"; Dr.
Tamaki Yano (Doshisha University) delivered the
keynote lecture entitled "From North and from
South: The Reception of Karamono Tea Wares in
Japan imported from China," covering tea-related
trades across the Asian content from the 3rd
century B.C.E. to the 17th century C.E.; Dr. Andrew
Maske (University of Kentucky) presented his
research entitled "Vessels Transformed: Chinese
Tea Caddies and Korean Tea Bowls in Japan"; and
Director Kazuhiro Suzuki (Suzuki Research
Institute of Ancient Textiles) gave a talk entitled
"Imported Textiles and Japanese Tea Culture." Mr.
Suzuki also hosted the textile exhibit, which
attracted great interest of the audience.
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On behalf of the Ocha Zanmai Conference, | bt 20

would like to express my heartfelt appreciation for B ERETREMTCEHLS/M1(L) E77301CF
Hokka Nichi Bei Kai's publicity support and my ALl CLFIF ZMH52ZEEMADEREE
gratitude to many of its members who attended the A HE4H26 H ([CHEAZHEM2BBE AT TH
conference and kindly volunteered for the matcha VISVIVATNICEE. FTDER INFETER
service during the lunch recess. The next Ocha [ FRIEICH. 217121008 %Z HMF T HAIC
Zanmai Conference will be held on Sunday, April 1Z§5EVSHR—EOERFIBEZA1TO. 5
26, 2020, focusing on the Japanese Tea Culture AR FEICE P/ IBIER I CHABDERER
during the Tokugawa Period. Your continued support D EXSICEREGEHR L Tco YR TEHEIERIMZE,
of the conference would be greatly appreciated. BMEOFENEES TEEETEELTRTTL

ZOBRMRICEBXEEUA) THIVZT T
11— ABEELRZOHEEBICT.BMLE
BEICLPEFEOETHLEL. ELEELT,
5/15(7K)IE. ALK EPEAADEESHH
DHIDEEIRY RIXBH . ROFEMTH S
1—3I—7lcAElFHnlic, (=3)

Kojima visited in San Francisco

The Japan Coast Guard Academy training
ship Kojima arrived at Pier 30 in San
Francisco on Saturday, May 11. Kojima left
Japan on April 26 with 41 trainees, including
5 women and arrived in San Francisco after
crossing the Pacific Ocean for two weeks.
Kojima has now left for New York and contin-
ues its 100-day training through the
Panama Canal, the Atlantic Ocean and
around the world. On the day of their arrival,
Kojima Captain Tonozaki and other executive
crew members visited the Hokka Nichi Bei
Kai with former Consul Nishimura, who is
now a chief engineer for Kojima. The Hokka
Nich Bei Kai’s board members hosted the tea
ceremony at the Kanso-an and presented a
case of California wine as a token of our
friendship. While waving the flag of Japan,
we sent off the Kojima on Wednesday, May 15.
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The Japan Coast Guard Academy training ship Kojima
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This time, Sohke Nishikawa Ryu, California
Shibu began its lessons on June 01, and
concluded with a Yukata Kai program at the
San Francisco Buddhist Church (Octavia and
Pine) on June 09. Both teachers, Nishikawa
Minosuke V and Nishikawa Senshinnosuke,
are from Tokyo, Japan and come 2 to 3 times
a year to give lessons at the Hokka Nichibei
Kai. This method of dance instruction, has
become rare in the United States. Observa-
tion of lessons are free and open to the
public. Workshops are held as well and open
to the public. Please watch for upcoming
lessons to come. We only ask that "quite"
time is observed during the lessons. Wouldn't
you consider trying Nihon Buyo?
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The Japan Coast Guard Academy training ship Kojima
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New Member
Ms. Keiko Matsuba
Mr. Lionel T. Honda & Ms.Christina Wong
Ms. Machiko Bennett
Ms.Tomie Hyodo

M

Donation
Ms. Michiko Omachi

Ms. Aiko Tauchi
Ms. Sachiko Golliher

FEMBEREEHIG. FE4E (3B, 6 A,
9B 1 2R)RITDFETT,
BHSERVIV—T DEHREZFDGLED
BELTEVET.ESOTTRETEFETEL,
JEINBE < Hokka Nichi Bei Kai
1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94115
Tel: (415) 921-1782
Email: hokka.nichibeikai@yahoo.com
http://www.nichibeikai.org

Hokka Nichi Bei Kai
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