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| hope you are doing well. Time flies, and we
only have one month left in 2019. For the past 4
months, we were very busy with our events such
as the Tea Ceremony in memory of Mr. Masao
Nakamura, Architect of “Kanso-An”, Fall Tea
Ceremony, and Speech Contest, and on
December 15, the End-of-Year Tea Ceremony is
scheduled. Our Board is looking into various
ways to finance our efforts to repair and improve
the building and rooms. We ask for your
continued support and cooperation.

John Nishizawa, President
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46th Annual
Japanese Speech Contest

On Sunday, November 3, 2019, the Consulate
General of Japan in San Francisco, the North-
ern California Japanese Teachers’ Association
(NCJTA), and the Japanese American Associa-
tion of Northern California (JAANC: Hokka Nichi
Bei Kai) held the 46th Annual Japanese Speech
Contest at the Japanese Cultural and Commu-
nity Center of Northern California (JCCCNC)
located in the heart of San Francisco’s historic
Japantown. The primary objective of this
contest is to encourage the learning and use of
the Japanese language in the San Francisco
Bay Area community, particularly among
non-native speakers of Japanese. Consisting of
(1) the Middle and High School Student
Division and (2) the College Student and Adult
Division, the speech contest represents a
fun and challenging way for students at all
levels to demonstrate their language and
communications skills.

A total of twenty-three contestants — 17 in
the Middle and High School Student
Division and 6 in the College Student and Adult
Division — participated in the speech contest
and demonstrated their advanced Japanese
speaking skills in various topics — ranging from
personal experiences and learning Japanese to
the cultural differences between the United
States and Japan — before an audience of
family members, teachers, friends, and the
general public.

The Middle and High School Student Division
contest was further divided into two groups,
Category 1 for Japanese not spoken at home
(10 contestants), and Category 2 for Japanese
spoken at home (7 contestants). The Category
1 winner was Mr. Thomas Morgan Robinson-
Kronrod (“My Dream Job”: 8th Grade, Sakura
Gakuen Japanese Language School). The
Category 2 winner was Ms. Midori Sophia Saito

(“Everybody isBorn the Way They Are for a
Reason”: 9th Grade, Henry M. Gunn High
School). Finally,the winner of the College
Student and Adult Division was Ms. Shirley Zhao
(“Bridging Hearts, Building Trust”).

We appreciate the monetary and in-kind
support given to the contest by the
following organizations, firms, and individuals:

United Airlines, Capcom USA Inc., New People
Inc., The Japan Foundation—Los

Angeles, The Japanese Chamber of Commerce
of Northern California (JCCNC), Foreign
Language Association of Northern California
(FLANC), California Association of

Japanese Language Teachers (CAJLT), North-
ern California Japanese Teachers’

Association (NCJTA), Pasona N.A. Inc.,
Kinokuniya Bookstores of America,

T.Okamoto & Co, Benkyodo

(Masahiko Minami, Chair of the Speech Contest)
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The College Student and Adult Division
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Tea Ceremony in Memory of Masao Nakamura
Mr. Masao Nakamura was a foremost authority on
traditional Japanese architecture. When
Hokka Nichi Bei Kai’s tea room “Kanso-An” was
built, the architect was Mr. Nakamura, and we
understand that his architectural fee was donated
to Hokka Nichi Bei Kai. He passed away in
November 2018 in Japan. To remember and
recognize his contributions, we held a special Tea
Ceremony on Oct. 6, hosted by Mrs. Sugiyama of
Omote Senke and attended by several Board
members and those who have been associated
with “Kanso-An”. Mrs. Sugiyama studied tea
ceremony under Mrs. Kikuyo Sekino, and Mrs.
Sugiyama’s late husband worked as an
electrician when “Kanso-An” was built.

During the Tea Ceremony, the picture of Mr.
Nakamura was on display, and Mrs. Sugiyama
used her antique tea cup from China’s Song
Dynasty. We hope that “Kanso-An” will remain
more than 1000 years like the tea cup from Song
Dynasty.

(John Nishizawa)
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JAANC Annual Meeting Notice

The JAANC Annual General Meeting will be held
following:

Date:  December 18, Wednesday from 6:30PM
Venue: Hokka Nichibei Kai

1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco,

CA 94115
Agenda: 1. Approval of Minutes of meeting 2018

2. Treasurer’s Report of 2019

3. 2019 Annual Report

4. 2020 Planning Report

5. selection of 2020-2021 Board of directors

If you are unable to attend, please send your

power of attorney to Hokka Nichibei Kai office no
later than Dec. 16.
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The 7th Ocha Zanmai Donation
San Francisco International Conference 23
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Sunday, April 26, 2020, 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
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Humanities Auditorium (HUM 133), SR
San Francisco State University T
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Theme: Tea Culture in the Edo Period, 1603-1867 . _
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Open to the Public BEHIHS
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Lord Hosokawa Sansai didn’t change Rikyu’s tea. IREHET
Come see Sansai-ryu’s demonstration! =
Presentations on Kobori Enshu, Roji tea gardens, 222 BT
Matsudaira Fumai’s utensil collections, Sencha. T N R
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Inquiries: mmckeon@sfsu.edu
Registration Form downloadable from:
http://mll.sfsu.edu/events/40852-7th-ocha-zanmai
BHAE & Early Bird Registration through
12/31/2019 $60 (Student: $20) ENBEXERIE F4E A 68,
9B 2R RITDFECTY,
1B % &% Regular Registration 01/01 — BHSEPY I —T DEBRESODHEL
04/10/2020 $70 (Student: $20) BELTBYE I EOZTTRETCHEFETI,
, . JEANEK % Hokka Nichi Bei Kai
% B 2% Late Registration 04/11 - 04/20/20200% 1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94115
Please do not mail registration applications Tel: (415) 921-1782
AFTER 04/20 $75 (Student: $25) Email: hokka.nichibeikai@yahoo.com
' http://www.nichibeikai.org
L H%&4$R On-site Registration (No lunch order

available) $80 (Student: $25)
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