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42nd Annual

Japanese Speech Contest

On Sunday, November 1st, 2015, the
Consulate General of Japan in San Francisco
and the Japanese American Association of
Northern California (JAANC: Hokka Nichibei
Kai) held the 42nd Annual Japanese Speech
Contest at the New People Cinema located
in the heart of San Francisco’ s historic
Japantown.

The primary objective of this contest is
to encourage the learning and use of the
Japanese language in the San Francisco Bay
community, particularly

Area among

non—native speakers of Japanese. Consisting
of (1) the Middle and High School Student
Division and (2) the College Student and
Adult
represents a fun and challenging way for

Division, the speech contest
students at all levels to demonstrate their
language and communications skills.

This year, the number of applications for
both “Middle and High School Student”
Division and “College Student and Adult”
Division nearly doubled over last year. A total
of 39 contestants —— 23 in the Middle and
High School Student Division and 16 in the
College Student and Adult Division —
participated in the speech contest and
demonstrated their advanced Japanese
speaking skills in various topics —— ranging
from personal experiences and learning
Japanese to the cultural differences between
the United States and Japan — before an
teachers,

audience of family members,

friends, and the general public.

The Middle and High School Student
Division contest was further divided into two
groups, Category 1 for Japanese not spoken
at home, and Category 2 for Japanese
spoken at home. The Category 1 winner was
Ms. Anthea Yuk Xiao (“Memories”), the first
runner-up was Ms. Jane Ahn (“Being a
Mathlete”), and the
runner—up was Mr. Derek Tse (“My Zero—Yen

Female second
Japanese Studying”). The Category 2 winner
was Ms. Kana Igarashi (“The Power of
Speech”), the first runner-up was Ms. Yuuki
Hayashi (“Station Lunch Box”), and the
second runner—up was Mr. Kenneth Roberts
(“My Kendo”). The first place winners for the
Middle and High School
contest received the complete set of popular
manga series “Attack on Titans”
Kodansha Advanced Media,
contest sponsors.

Division speech

from
one of the

The winner of the College Student and
Adult Division was Mr. Logan Spear (“A Path
to an Open Mind”), the first runner—up was
Mr. Daniel Penner (“Treasure Diving in the
Sea of Language”), and the second
runner-up was Ms. Jia Zhen Yap (“War”).
The first place winner for the College and
Adult Division of this

received a round trip economy class between

year’ s contest
San Francisco and Tokyo.

We appreciate the monetary and in—kind
support given to the contest by the following
organizations, firms, and individuals:

United Airlines, The Japan Foundation,
The Japanese Chamber of Commerce of

Northern California, New People Inc.,
Kodansha Advanced Media, California Bank &
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Trust, Kikkoman Sales USA, Kinokuniya
Bookstores of America, Ms. Kinko Sakamoto
Miseki
Jewelry, Nippon Express USA, T. Okamoto &
Co, Benkyodo, Mifune Bistro,
Association of Japanese Language Teachers,
Northern
Association, Foreign Language Association of
Northern California, Web Mon, J weekly

(Director General, Kinmongakuen),

California

. . ’
California Japanese Teachers
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BUNKA HALL OF FAME 2015

Five candidates have been selected into
the Class of 2015 BUNKA HALL OF FAME.
The recipients are:
1) Toshio Saburomaru (Bonsai)
2) Bando Misayasu (Buyo)
3) Kanow “Yofu” Matsueda (Syakuhachi)
4) Shihan Bernard Edwards (Karate)
5) San Jose Chidoriband (Music).
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On, Wednesday, October 28,
approximately 50 of George Washington High
School students in the 1st year Japanese
program participated in a field trip to
Japantown. The goals of this field were to
become familiar with Japanese cultures, the
history of Japanese Americans in San
Francisco and that of Japantown. Students
were encouraged to feel the experience of
the Japanese language by first had
communication with Japanese— speaking
people in Japantown. The fieldtrip began in
the morning with a scavenger hunt activity
that had students searching for Japanese
culture displayed around Japantown by
asking questions, in Japanese, to people
within the community.

In the afternoon, students enjoyed four
different culture workshops, which were held

Hokka Nichibei Kai



R JAANC

in Nichibei Kai and Ikenobo lkebana Society.
They enriched their experiences of the
Japanese culture by participating in a tea
ceremony, working and practicing origami,
writing calligraphy and creating Ikebana. For
most students these experiences were their
first and for many the experience was
distinctively different, learning about the
unique perspectives of appreciation for
seasons, opportunities, etc. The aroma and
taste of thick green tea in a bowl was the

first occasion for many. Making animals,
flowers and more through origami was a filled
with challenges and laughter and many
students were amazed by their attempts of
different shapes done with one piece of
paper. After learning concepts of “lkebana,”

students challenged themselves to create a
group ikebana for a contest. Calligraphy was
found to be the most challenging, having to
stay focused while writing a word on rice
paper. Students were nervous but the
feedback of their experiences was very

positive. So many interactive activities were
fun for all and sharing in this experience

together was great for them all. Thank you,
Nichibei Kai & the Ikenobo Ikebana Society
for their continued support.
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Mrs. Kikuyo Sekino Receives
Congratulatory Message from Prime
Minster Abe for Reaching 100 Years

On October 14th Consul General Jun
Yamada and Consul Makoto Sakuta brought
the congratulatory message and gift from
Prime Minister Abe to Mrs. Kikuyo Sekino’ s
home to mark her reaching the age of 100.

Mrs. Sekino said that she had not done
anything special but she wanted to thank the
Prime Minister for the message and nice
present. Also she thanked the Consul
General for taking the time to bring these all
the way to her house.

She opened the gift, a silver sake cup with
“kotobuki”, congratulations, written in kanji
on it. She said that she cannot drink sake
anymore, but she will treasure it in memory
of this occasion.

Many of her family members were present
to share the occasion with her.

On November 30th she celebrated her
101st birthday with her family.

Mrs. Sekino, who was a member of the
Board of Directors of Hokka Nichibei Kai for
many years, was one of the key persons
responsible for the building of the teahouse
and its use to spread Japanese tea culture.
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JAANC Annual Meeting Notice

The JAANC Annual General Meeting will be
held following:
Date: December 16 Wednesday from 6:30 PM
Venue: Hokka Nichibei Kai
1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco,
CA 94115-3217
Agenda: Approval of Minutes of meeting 2014
Treasurer’ s Report of 2015
2015 Annual Report
2016 Planning report

If you are unable to attend, please send your
power of attorney to Hokka Nichibei Kai office no
later than Dec. 10.
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End of Year Tea Ceremony

Enjoy end of year tea ceremony. Traditional
end—of-year buckwheat noodle will be
served.

Date and Time: Dec. 20th (Sun)
at 12 noon, 1 pm, and 2 pm (Three sittings)
Place: Hokka Nichibei Kai building 3rd floor
“Kansoan” Tea Room
Fee: $15 per person
Please call Hokka Nichibei Kai office for
reservations.
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Hokka Nichibei Kai
2015 New Year Party

Date and Time: January 23™
Saturday, 2016

From 12 noon
Place: Hotel Kabuki

$80

Fee:
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New Members
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The following persons joined Hokka Nichibei Kai since

September.

KEFHBFLF (Yukiko Amano)
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JEMNHE K% Hokka Nichibei Kai
1759 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA94115
Tel: (415) 921-1782 Fax: (415) 931-1826

E-mail: hokka.nichibeikai@yahoo.com
www.hokkanichibeikai.org
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