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The 43rd Annual Japanese Speech Contest
for Elementary School Students

On Sunday, March 1, 2015, our annual
Japanese Speech contest for elementary school
students was held at the Japanese Culture and
Community Center (JCCCNC). Thirty eight
students from the Bay Area participated. These
students were very talented and showed great
strength in appearing before an audience of 150.
The judges had a difficult time in deciding the
winners.

Hokka Nichibei—kai is very proud to have been
supporting this program for over forty years.

We thank all our members, teachers and student’
s families. A special thanks to Consulate
General of Japan, our board members and judges
who worked extremely hard to ensure a
successful day. We are looking forward to
another successful event next year.

If you have any comments or questions for this

events, please do not hesitate to contact our

office during normal business hours. Thank you.
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On May 7, 230 community members gathered
at the Hotel Kabuki in San Francisco’s Japan
town to bid farewell to Consul General Masato
and Mrs. Kazue Watanabe. Over 42 organizations
were represented, including Nichi bei Kai, which
filled two tables of members and guests.

Mr. Ben Nakajo was the emcee of the evening,
which included opening remarks from Nichi bei
Kai President Kozo Kimura, a toast by David
Markman, President of the Japan Society of
Northern California and remarks from Hitoshi
Yamamuro, President of the Japanese Chamber
of Commerce of Northern California.

Consul General Watanabe recalled in his
remarks his first day in San Francisco, which was
long, and went on to talk about the many events
and accomplishment during his short assignment.
Of significance of course was the recent visit to
the SF Bay Area of the Prime minister of Japan,
Shinzo Abe. Consul General Watanabe also
mentioned the successful signing of the 99th and
100th friendship city agreements between
California and Japan (Sunnyvale with lizuka and
Millbrae with Hanyu respectively). Farewell gifts
were presented to Consul General & Mrs.
Watanabe by Donna Kimura, president of Japan
Culture and Community Center of N.C. and Diane
Matsuda.

At the end of the evening, June—ko Nakagawa,
Executive Director of the Japanese Chamber of
Commerce, escorted Consul General & Mrs.
Watanabe to the room where they stood in line to
shake hands and bid farewell to all guests

present.
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Sakura Matsuri Ocha Kai for Urasenke
Tea Society (Ura Senke ) — Cherry
Blossom Chakai at “Kanso An” on

April 11th (Sat)

It was a beautiful Spring Day and it was
surely favorable weather for the Cherry Blossom
Day in San Francisco. The Tea Society members
of 10 volunteers presented a Table Style Tea
Ceremony 3 times that day. Eight people
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attended the first session, but both the 2nd and
3rd sessions had over 20 people in attendance.
All together 58 people total attended.
success to have so many people to come to
“Kanso An” for the Usu—Cha and furthermore,
we were so happy that they all enjoyed it so
much that they finished their drink.  We

received a $10 donation from each person.

It was a

Volunteers: Kobara , Omachi, Tauchi, Kanaya,
Abe, Kawasaki , Nakano Top, Joya, Shimabe —

Tea Society member of Teachers and Students
of Ura Senke

(non—alphabetic sequence)
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Hokka Nichibei Kai — Tea Society Group
presented Ochakai at “Kan So An” in the Hokka
Nichibei Kai Building on April 12 (Sun) for the
2015 Japan Town Cherry Blossom Event. We
had 3 sessions in the afternoon and more than 50

people came to enjoy tea. Some people said

they come every year to enjoy the tea and
Festival.

We used suitable scroll for Spring and hanging
chain for Kettle.
for Tana and Utensils.

We also used a Traveling Box
Different utensils than
usual were used and were enjoyed by the
participants.
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On, Wednesday, April 8, approximately 50 of
George Washington High School students in the
1st year Japanese program participated in a field
trip to Japantown. The goals of this field were to
become familiar with Japanese cultures, the
history of Japanese Americans in San Francisco
and that of Japantown. Students were encouraged
to feel the experience of the Japanese language by
first had communication with Japanese- speaking
people in Japantown. The fieldtrip began in the
morning with a scavenger hunt activity that had
students searching for Japanese culture displayed
around Japantown by asking questions, in
Japanese, to people within the community.

In the afternoon, students enjoyed four different
culture workshops, which were held in
Nichibei-kai and Ikenobo Ikebana Society. They
enriched their experiences of the Japanese culture
by participating in a tea ceremony, working and
practicing origami, writing calligraphy and
creating Ikebana. For most students these
experiences were their first and for many the
experience was distinctively different, learning
about the unique perspectives of appreciation for
seasons, opportunities, etc. The aroma and taste of
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thick green tea in a bowl was the first occasion for
many. Making animals, flowers and more through
origami was a filled with challenges and laughter
and many students were amazed by their attempts
of different shapes done with one piece of paper.
After learning concepts of “Ikebana,” students
challenged themselves to create a group ikebana
for a contest. Calligraphy was found to be the
most challenging, having to stay focused while
writing a word on rice paper. Students were
nervous but the feedback of their experiences was
very positive.  So many interactive activities
were fun for all and sharing in this experience
together was great for them all. Thank you,
Nichibei-kai & the Ikenobo Ikebana Society for
their continued support.
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BUNKA HALL OF FAME NOMINATION

Hokka Nichi Bei Kai (HNBK) (Japsnese
American Association of Northern California)
announces that nominations for the BUNKA
HALL OF FAME are now being accepted.

The BUNKA HALL OF FAME is to memorialize
Northern Californians that were important to the
culture of Japan as practiced here in America.

The Class of 2014 inducted into The Bunka
Hall of Fame consisted of; 1) Kika Shibata for
Ikebana,; 2) Hideki Shiohira for Aikido and 3)
Charles Tanaka for Kendo.

There are 32 other members of the Bunka
Hall of Fame representing Go, Shodo, Religion,

Buyo, Bonsai, lkebana, Minyo Buyo, Japanese Art,

Kimekomi Ningyo, Judo, Newspaper, Radio and
Television, Taiko, Koto, Shigin, Kyogen Noh, and
Shanoyu.

The BUNKA HALL OF FAME is housed in the
Nichi Bei Kai Building in San Francisco. It
consists of portraits of the Honorees with their
achievements recorded in the Book of the Bunka
Hall of Fame.

The Bunka Hall of Fame Committee consisting
of representatives of JCCNC, JCCCNC,
JARF,JACL and HNBK will be responsible for the
administration.

Candidates for the BUNKA HALL OF FAME
are to be nominated by cultural organizations.
The candidates will be voted in by qualified
cultural organizations and members of HNBK.
Nomination for the BUNKA HALL OF FAME are

now open for the class of 2014. The deadline for
applications will be October 1, 2015

Organizations that wish to nominate
candidates should request for Nomination Forms
from the office HNBK at 1759 Sutter St., San
Francisco, Ca94115.

The ballots for voting will be sent to our
members on November 1, 2015 Organizations
that wish to qualify for the voting must send in
their request to the Bunka Hall of Fame
Committee at HNBK office. The request to
qualify your organization must be received before
October 1, 2015 to provide ample time to go
through the qualification procedure.

(Eddie Moriguchi)
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“Kan So An” 30th Anniversary

On November 29th Sunday, 2015, we will
have the 30th anniversary Tea Event at
“Kan So An”.  We will have Ocha—Kai for
the public and Dinner Reception at Hotel
Kabuki that night. We will send out more
details later, but please save the date.
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A Haiku Lecture
at the Commonwealth Club on June 22

Ms. Abigail Friedman, a haiku poet, author and
former diplomat posted at the U.S. Embassy in
Japan, will speak on “Haiku Across Borders:
From Japan to the United States ... and Back
Again? Perspectives of an American Haiku Poet.”

Monday, June 22, 2015 - 6 p.m.
5:30 Networking Reception
7:00 Book Signing
Commonwealth Club at 555 Post Street,
San Francisco, CA 94102
General Admission $20
Student $7

Program

For further information and online purchase of
tickets, visit
http://www.commonwealthclub.org/events/2015
-06-22/haiku—across—borders—japan—united—sta
tes—and-back—-again—perspectives—american—hai
k#sthash.GcTyTccd.dpuf
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The following person donated to Hokka
Nichibei Kai. We appreciate your generosity.
Thank you very much.
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New Members
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The following persons joined Hokka Nichibei
Kai since September.
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Tel: (415) 921-1782 Fax: (415) 931-1826
E-mail:hokka.nichibeikai@yahoo.com
http://www.nichibeikai.org




